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Advancing to the Clinic: Preclinical Development Planning for Cancer Immunotherapies
June 9-11, 2026
Location: Ottawa, Ontario
Application Deadline: Friday, April 3rd, 2026
Notification of Award: Monday, April 20th, 2026
Please submit the application package via email to Julie Jonkhans (jjonkhans@biocanrx.com) by 11:59 p.m. EST, Friday, April 3rd, 2026. 
Eligibility 

Participant Eligibility 
· Academic investigators at Canadian institutions who are actively developing a cancer immunotherapy product for clinical application in Canada 
· Be able to articulate a translational goal and the need to build or refine their preclinical development strategy, and/or knowledge gaps within their research team 
· Priority will be given to BioCanRx-funded research teams, particularly those supported under Catalyst or Enabling Studies programs, as well as research teams intending to apply to BioCanRx’s next funding competition 

Research teams are expected to include a small, focused team composed of:  
· 1 Principal Investigator
· 1 Senior research staff/project manager with responsibility for coordinating preclinical activities (may attend in place of the PI if a strong rationale is provided);
· 1 Trainee (optional), where participation is well-aligned with the goals of the workshop and the trainee’s role in the project; 
· 1 Industry partner (optional), where relevant to the stage and needs of the program

Expectations 
The expectation is that by accepting an invitation to attend, all team members agree to participate in the entirety of the workshop including group work and/or office hours. 

Evaluation
Your application will be evaluated with the following criteria in mind: 
· Quality of the proposed discovery 
· Alignment between the stage of project and workshop objectives 
· Quality and appropriateness of proposed team members attending the workshop. These team members should be integral to the proposed project and whose attendance will directly benefit the proposed project. 
· It is not mandatory that your project (discovery) be a currently funded BioCanRx-funded project; however, priority will be given to project teams currently funded by BioCanRx.  

Notification, Registration and Reimbursement 
· Applicants will be notified of their application status by April 20, 2026.
· BioCanRx will reimburse expenses of all academic team members, including travel, accommodations and meals. BioCanRx’s travel policy will be provided at the time of award notice. 
· Upon success of your application, you will receive a package with information pertaining to the workshop that you are required to complete in advance of the workshop. The information package will also include a reciprocal non-disclosure confidentiality agreement that you will be required to sign as part of acceptance of this award, and prior to attending the workshop. 
Section 1: Project Overview
1.1 Project Leader: 
1.2 Project Title:	
1.3 Institution: 
Section 2: Project Team
2.1 Team Members: In Table I below, please list the project leader, plus two (2) team members, who are integral to the described work that will accompany the project leader. These additional team members can include individuals such as a research clinician collaborator, senior research staff, project managers or research coordinators, a trainee (graduate student or postdoctoral fellow), or industry partner. For each person, provide their name, position, institutional affiliation and email address. Provide two to three sentences that describe the role of each team member in the research project and their respective areas of expertise.
PI Delegate: If you are proposing a delegate for the lead principal investigator, please also submit a letter of support for this individual to justify why the lead PI will not attend and detailing the role of the delegate in decision-making and program management for the proposed project. 
CVs: In a separate PDF, provide a max 2-page CV for each of the members listed in Table I. 
Table I: Team Members

	Name
	Position, Institution
	Email Address

	1.
	
	

	Role in project and area of expertise:

	2.
	
	

	Role in project and area of expertise:

	3.
	
	

	Role in project and area of expertise:


Section 3: Project Description
3.1 Describe the discovery to which you will be applying the knowledge gained at the workshop (250 words max). 

3.2 Please describe the current stage of development and key data generated to date (250 words max). 
Please include:
· The therapeutic modality (e.g., oncolytic virus, CAR-T, cancer vaccine, antibody)
· Key proof-of-concept data generated so far
· Any in vivo efficacy data
· Whether preclinical safety or manufacturing work has begun
· The next major development milestone for the program

3.3. In reference to the discovery described above, indicate your status in the BioCanRx network: 

	Currently funded BioCanRx investigator (Y/N)
	

	Intend to apply to BioCanRx’s next funding competition (Y/N)
	



Section 4: Anticipated Outcomes 
4.1 Please describe what your goals are for attending this workshop (max 250 words). In your response, please describe your greatest challenges in moving your discovery forward and how this workshop may alleviate these challenges. 	
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